
Harlan County High School’s 

Cameron Carmical recently was named 

a Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership 

Ambassador and participated in the 

HOBY summit held on the campus of 

Eastern Kentucky University in 

Richmond in June.  

As an ambassador in the teen 

leadership program, he worked with 

Habitat for Humanity and attended 

numerous workshops and activities 

designed to help grow his leadership 

skills and community involvement. 

Students combined to perform more 

than 1,000 hours of community service 

in the Richmond and Madison County 

area. 

He joined more than 230 rising high 

school juniors selected from schools 

across the state for the four-day event. 

The students attend between their 

sophomore and junior year of high 

school. 

"HOBY gave me a different perspective on what it means to be a leader,” said Carmical. “It 

allowed me to meet other students from around the state that had interest in leadership and 

community service." 

Carmical, for the past two years, has organized a Stroke Awareness Walk in his hometown of 

Harlan, raising not only awareness of stroke but also funding for research. The walk is held in 

honor of his grandfather, Perky Bryant.  

The seminars were started by actor Hugh O’Brien – who portrayed Wyatt Earp in a television 

series from 1955-61 – after his 1958 visit with Dr. Albert Schweitzer at the hospital he founded 

in Africa. HOBY's mission is to inspire and develop our global community of youth and 

volunteers to a life dedicated to leadership, service and innovation. 

Since 1979, HOBY has been empowering Kentucky high school students to become effective 

leaders. Each year HOBY Kentucky invites schools, as well as community and service 

organizations, to select outstanding sophomores to attend the state Leadership seminar.  

HOBY's leadership seminar is recognized as the organization's flagship program. It is designed 

to help high school sophomores entering their junior year to recognize their leadership talents 



and apply them to become effective, ethical leaders in their home, school, workplace and 

community.  

Each year more than 70 volunteers, along with a highly experienced leadership team, contribute 

their expertise and talents together towards a realization of HOBY's vision which is "to motivate 

and empower individuals to make a positive difference within our global society, through 

understanding and action, based on effective and compassionate leadership." 

As part of the four-day seminar, students participated in hands-on leadership activities, met state 

leaders and explored their own personal leadership skills while learning how to lead others and 

make a positive impact in their community.  

The HOBY seminar curriculum is based on the Social Change Model of Leadership and 

develops leadership from three perspectives: Personal Leadership, Group Leadership, and 

Leadership for Society. 

The 2015 seminar was held on the EKU campus for the first time, having previously been held at 

Transylvania University. 

Carmical is a member of the HCHS Beta Club, First Priority, Gifted and Talented Leadership, 

Academic Team, and a UK Rising Scholar. He has a 4.0 grade point average. He is a member of 

the HCHS Black Bear Basketball Team and also a member of the Team Vision, an AAU travel 

team.  

He is the son of Lonnie and LeAnne Huff and David and Lyndsey Carmical of Harlan and the 

grandson of Perky and Dolly Bryant and David and Kim Carmical.  

 


